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Course Description
It is the intent of this course to expose the students
to the major concepts, theories and names in
psychology. Between what we cover in class and
what the student reads and analyzes outside of
class, the student should have a basic
understanding of psychology. The course is
designed to ask students to apply critical thinking
skills to specific issues in psychology as well as
applying some of the chapter’s principles to their
school careers and to their personal and family
lives.
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“The brain is wider than the
sky”
-Emily Dickinson

Learning Goals:
1. Students will study the major core concepts and theories of psychology.
2. Students will learn the basic principles of psychological research and devise simple research projects.
3. Students will be able to apply psychological concepts to their own lives. They will be able to recognize
psychological principles when they are encountered in everyday situations.
4. Students will develop critical thinking skills. They will become aware of the danger of blindly accepting
or rejecting arguments without careful, objective evaluation.
Iowa State Psychology Standards
SS.Psy.9-12.13. Explain how social, cultural, gender, and economic factors influence behavior and human interactions in
societies around the world.
SS.Psy.9-12.14. Examine how an individual’s involvement in a collective group can influence their individual thoughts
and behaviors.
SS.Psy.9-12.15. Analyze the influence different individual members of a group can have on the collective thought and
behavior of the group as a whole.
SS.Psy.9-12.16. Investigate human behavior from biological, cognitive, behavioral, and sociocultural perspectives.
SS.Psy.9-12.17. Demonstrate a basic understanding of the scientific methods that are at the core of psychology.
SS.Psy.9-12.18. Evaluate and utilize theories and methodologies, necessary to plan, conduct, and especially interpret
research results.
SS.Psy.9-12.19. Adhere to and consider the impact of American Psychological Association and federal guidelines for the
ethical treatment of human and nonhuman research participants.
SS.Psy.9-12.20. Collect and analyze data designed to answer a psychological question using basic descriptive and
inferential statistics.
SS.Psy.9-12.21./SS.Soc.9-12.21. Explain how the validity and reliability of observations and measurements relate to data
analysis.
SS.Psy.9-12.22./SS.Soc.9-12.22. Apply the major theoretical approaches and perspectives in behavioral science to our
daily lives and civic engagement.
SS.Psy.9-12.23./SS.Soc.9-12.23. Assess issues and problems within our society using behavioral science knowledge, and
develop ethical solutions to address those issues.

Assessments:
Students will be assessed in a number of ways in this course. This will include formative and summative
assessments. Examples of assessments that will be used in this course include: exams, quizzes, projects, essays,
and debates.
Units of Study:
1) Methods (Introduction and Careers, History and Perspectives, Research Strategies)
2) Life-Span Development (Prenatal & Childhood Development, Adolescence, Adulthood & Aging)
3) Personality (Psychodynamic and Humanistic Perspectives, Trait & Social-Cognitive Perspectives)
4) Social (Sociocultural Influences and Relationships, Sociocultural Influences: Attitudes and Beliefs)
5) Psychological Disorders (Introduction, Anxiety & Mood Disorders, Dissociative, Schizophrenic, and
Personality Disorders)
Instructional Strategies:
I will incorporate many different forms of instructional strategies as we progress throughout the course. The
following forms of instruction will be implemented in this course: daily and homework assignments, lecture &
notes, individual and group projects, individual and group reading, Reading Like a Historian, videos and image
analysis, historical research, and essays and discussion.
Textbook:
Blair-Broeker, Charles & Ernst, Randall.,Thinking About Psychology, The science of Mind and Behavior, 2nd
Ed. Worth, 2008.
OneDrive
This class will be using OneDrive throughout the year. OneDrive is accessible through your school email.
Various assignments/tasks will be done using OneDrive throughout the school year. More information will be
given throughout the course of the year.
Canvas
This class will be using the Canvas Learning Management System as well. Canvas allows the student to have
24-hour access to the class and the resources/materials of the class. Students can access canvas by logging in
with your school login information. The link to Canvas is www.dubuque.instructure.com
Assignments, notes, and other resources will be stored on Canvas. There will also be times throughout the year
that quizzes, tests, discussions, and other assessments will be done through Canvas.
Academic and Behavioral Expectations:
1. Classroom Behavior: Every student is expected to treat one another, and the teacher with respect. Every
student’s opinions and input are valued, and should be treated that way. Verbal, and/or physical harassment will
not be tolerated! This is a learning community and students should work with each other to become successful.
** You will also be required to follow the behavior expectations as outlined in the Student Planner.
2. Attendance: Grades and attendance go hand in hand. A certain amount of material that is NOT in the
textbook will be presented in class. A number of exam questions will come from material presented exclusively
in class lectures or handouts. If you are in the building but did not attend class (field trip for example), stop by
to find out what was covered in class that day and pick up any materials. It is your responsibility to make up
anything that was missed when you are absent. Attendance policies per the Senior High School handbook
will be enforced!!
*Students should bring all necessary classroom materials to class EVERDAY! This includes textbook,
journal/notebook, pen/pencil, folder, etc.

3. Tardy: Tardiness is disruptive to class, and can show a lack of respect to everyone. If you are not in the
classroom when the bell rings, you are tardy. You will get two freebies; if after your second tardy you are
still late for class I will begin to implement the school tardy policy. After 5 tardies, at my discretion, I may give
you a 15 minute detention for each tardy you proceed to have. That must be served with me after school. If
tardies continue to be an issue contact with administrator and parents will be implemented. It will be in your
best interest to arrive to class on time! I DO NOT go over class material again for tardy students.
4. Electronics: Cellphones are not allowed during class instruction or activities, unless otherwise said by the
teacher. If you have a cellphone out during a test/quiz you will receive an automatic “ZERO” on that
test/quiz. The first cellphone offense in class I will give you a verbal warning, but after that I will enforce the
Senior High School policy per the handbook. Second Infraction: cell phone is placed on my desk and given
back after class, Third Infraction: cell phone is confiscated and sent to AP office where student may pick up
after class, and parent is contacted. If there is a cellphone storage/charge center in the classroom, cellphones
may be placed in there as well. iPods, iPads, Kindles, etc. will not be allowed in class unless authorized by me!
We are here to learn, you can go 46 minutes without checking your phone!
5. Participation: Contribute to class discussions. Pay attention to audio/video, lectures, and speakers with a
heads up style and attitude. This will be an active classroom, and all students will be expected to play a part in
that interaction. Work on class-related assignments. This class will not be a class where you are allowed to
catch up on lost sleep. You will not be allowed to fall asleep; if you are attempting to sleep you may be asked
to exit the room to the Social Studies lab or the AP office. There may be times where you are called upon to
correct someone else’s assignment. If it is found that you have not corrected it properly you risk losing points!!
At times, participation will be graded in such activities as debates, discussions, and simulations.
6. Note-Taking: Students will be expected to take notes during class. Notes will be beneficial to you, not only
for homework, but to study for quizzes/exams. There will be some times throughout the year where I will allow
the students to use such notes on quizzes/exams. Therefore it is advantageous for students to take sufficient
notes that will help them.
7. Food and Drinks: You may have bottled water in the classroom, however in accordance with the school
district’s wellness policy, ABSOLUTELY NO FOOD IS ALLOWED. No pop, juice, etc. I will allow gum as
long as you can chew it in a respectful manner. Do not leave it on or under chairs/desks, or snap/pop gum in
class. If food is present in class I will ask you to put it away. If that is not done, food will be confiscated.
* If you must leave the room during class time, you must have a pass signed by me.
Grading Plan:
This class will consist of a variety of activities including, but not limited to, note taking, lecture, class
discussion, cooperative activities, simulations, debates, group and individual projects, as well as research,
essay writing and utilizing video components. Grading is done on a weighted scale. The scale is as follow:
1. Homework: We will complete many assignments and activities in this class. Homework will be due on the
date that I set forth. Students will be required to complete and turn in assignments on that due date. If student
does not turn in assignment on due date he/she has until the end of the chapter to receive 50% of the credit. If
you are absent, it is your responsibility to come see me for the homework assignment. Homework may be
written on the board or on a table by my desk. Homework assignments will be worth 10% of your total
grade.
2. Quizzes: There will be 2-3 quizzes given for each chapter of study. The quizzes will be administered after
important parts of the chapters or after specific readings. Use these to prepare for the unit tests. If you are

absent for a quiz you will need to make it up the next day you are present in class. Notice of quizzes will be
given 2-3 days before. Quizzes will be worth 20% of your total grade.

3. Debates/Essays There will be numerous debates and essays throughout the school year. These are used as
both formative and summative assessments. Every chapter will have at least one debate or essay. If you miss a
debate in class, you will have a makeup assignment to earn equal credit for the missed debate. One of the major
goals in class will be to improve both your speaking and writing skills. Critical thinking will have a heavy
emphasis. Debates and Essays will be worth 25% of your total grade.
4. Tests: Tests will be given at the end of each chapter. If you are absent for a test you must make up the next
day you are at school. If you have an extended illness or other circumstance, we will come up with an
alternative solution. It is your responsibility to schedule a time to make up the test. Tests will be made up of
multiple choice, matching, true/false, fill in the blank,
document readings and essay questions. Tests will be
worth 25% of your total grade.
“The happiness of your life depends
upon the quality of your thoughts”
5. Projects: There will be times when students will be
-Marcus Aurelius
assigned various group/individual projects, essays, or
participate in debates. Students will be given a due date by
me and will be expected to complete the assigned work by
that date. I will make sure to provide sufficient time in class
for the students to work on these, but some time may be required outside of class. These assignments will be
chances for the students to really use their creativity and critical thinking. Students will be given rubrics to
understand what is being required from them for these projects/essays/debates. Any project or paper late 1 day
drops 50% in value and 10% more each following day! With plenty of time to work on these, there should be no
problem getting them turned in on time! Projects will be worth 20% of your total grade.

TOTAL GRADED PERCENTAGES ARE TENTATIVE AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

Grading Scale:
100-93 A
76-73 C
92-90 A72-70 C89-87 B+
69-67 D+
86-83 B
66-63 D
82-80 B62-60 D79-77 C+
59.9- F

IF YOU EXPERIENCE PROBLEMS, SEEK SOLUTIONS EARLY!
I am more than happy to help you with any questions, concerns, or problems that you may be having with the
class and work, but you must come to me to talk about it! The Social Studies Learning Center, study hall, library,
F.A.S.T., 5th hour resources time, and tutoring services are available to students who need additional assistance to meet
course requirements. If you are having difficulty with any of the concepts offered in this class please ask for assistance
right away. Please refer to office hours, email, and website for further help.
If you are a student who requires specific assistance, such as having a test read or other accommodations, please inform
the teacher immediately. This conversation must happen before the need arises. This is your responsibility.

ACADEMIC HONESTY

You will receive a zero for any of the following: Having a cell phone/electronic device out during any kind of
exam (Quiz, Test, etc...) Cheating on an exam, copying or letting someone copy assignments, turning in work
that is not your own, not using documentation (plagiarism) to give credit to the original author. You are all
smart with great ideas, use YOUR brain!!

FINAL WORD
You will get what you put into this class. I do not intend for this class to be boring, or dominated by me, but it
will require you to participate and work cooperatively. This can be a fun and enjoyable class as long as we work
together to make it that way.
Communication Methods:
You can contact me at the following phone number or email address listed at the top of this syllabus. This
information can also be found on the school website. I am always open to meeting in person as well.
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